Results of combined treatment of patients with locally advanced breast cancer.
Eighty-seven women with previously untreated locally advanced, inoperable breast cancer were treated by induction chemotherapy combined with subsequent local and systemic treatment. Inflammatory breast cancer was diagnosed in 72 (87.7%) of these patients. In the remaining 15 patients, cancer of the breast in stage T3-4 N2b-3 according to the UICC classification was diagnosed. After remission induction, the patients were irradiated or operated upon. Maintenance chemotherapy was given after local treatment. The 3-year survival rate (61.5%) in the group of patients treated by surgery was significantly higher than the patients treated by irradiation (32.4%) or chemotherapy alone (12.5%). On this basis, a new program of treatment of locally advanced, inoperable breast cancer has been proposed.